
Based on the maps released to WMUR on Nov. 3, 2021, the Map-a-Thon Mapping &
Technical team recreated both the Democrat and Republican proposed Congressional
Districts, and analyzed them based on numerous factors, and compared the proposals,
along with the Map-a-Thon’s previous submission.

We conclude that the proposed Republican map has been gerrymandered, with
Congressional District 2  “packed” with Democrats in a manner similar to the 2010 NH
Executive Council 2.  This shift makes District 2 less competitive for Republicans, who
are vastly outnumbered, but retains a higher percentage of Republicans in District 1.

Historically, this is the biggest map shift of the Congressional districts in over 100 years.

The map submitted by Democrats makes few changes compared to the 2010 districts,
which, while competitive for the early part of the last decade, has leaned toward the
Democrats in recent years.   The Map-a-Thon’s proposal retains the historical range of
the districts, but goes farther in maintaining communities of interests such as not
breaking up school districts or crossing as many county lines.

This report can be downloaded here in PDF, with links to the maps in our
mapping software.
OpenDemocracyNH.com/redistricting/USCongressionalMapAnalysis.pdf

Comments or questions can be directed to:
Brian Beihl, Deputy Director, Open Democracy Action,
brian@opendemocracy.me
for the Map-a-Thon Project Coalition

1

https://www.opendemocracynh.com/redistricting/USCongressionalMapAnalysis.pdf
mailto:brian@opendemocracy.me


NH Congressional Map Republican Proposal

Link- https://davesredistricting.org/join/8b9ccd94-7bf5-4cb6-9cf2-e3cdf2548544
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The map proposed by the Republicans is a drastic shift from the current map offering few
benefits outside of a low population deviation. The boundaries of the districts are not visually
compact, in large part due to the long neck that splits Carroll County and connects Portsmouth
and Dover to the rest of District 2 (historically, a district that represents the western part of New
Hampshire). This and other major changes suggest that the map may have been drawn with a
goal of securing a partisan advantage.

PROs:
This map has a very low deviation as the districts have a difference of only 177 people.

CONs:
Increases the number of split HS SAUs from 8 to 10.
Increases the number of split Public Health Regions from 5 to 6.
Increases the number of split Counties from 5 to 6.
Moves 75 towns and 365,703 people into a different district. From 1883 to 2022 nearly 140
years, a total of 22 towns moved districts.
This map drastically shifts the partisanship balance of the districts. The partisan divide for the
Congressional seats in the 2020 election was 53.9% Democrat to 46.1% Republican of the two
party vote. This map creates two districts that diverge from this balance. This divergence
indicates a shift away from balanced districts to more partisan districts.

District 1 District 2

Total Vote Share +7.8 D

Current 2010 Map +5.2 D +10.4 D

Republican Proposal +1.8 R +17.3 D

Difference -7.0 +6.9

Total Difference 13.9

This map shifts the districts 13.9% away from being more balanced districts. This indicates this
map was strongly gerrymandered.
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NH Congressional Map Democrat Proposal

Link- https://davesredistricting.org/join/5dd6f466-1a04-4197-a81d-9df6d5af8cb4
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The map proposed by the Democrats also has a low population deviation, with a difference in
population between districts of only 51 persons. The proposed map is also more visually
compact than the Republican proposal and represents a less drastic change from the current
Congressional map.  However, it does not preserve communities of interest to the extent of the
map proposed by the Map-a-thon team.

PROS:
Extremely low deviations: districts differ in population by only 51 people.
Few changes from the current map. Most regions that shared a representative previously will
continue to have a shared point of contact in Congress. Only Hampstead switched districts in
the Democrat’s proposal.
This proposal follows nearly 140 years of precedence in keeping NH Congressional districts
nearly the same.

CONS:
Increases the number of split HS SAUs from 8 to 9.
Some issues with compactness, particularly near Nashua and north of Lake Winnipesaukee.
As with the current Congressional map, county and school district boundaries are not
well-preserved.

District 1 District 2

Total Vote Share +7.8 D

Current 2010 Map +5.2 D +10.4 D

Democrat Proposal +5.4 D +9.8 D

Difference +0.2 +0.6

Total Difference +0.8

This map shifts the districts 0.8% closer to more balanced districts.
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NH Congressional Map Map-A-Thon Proposal

Link- https://davesredistricting.org/join/4ab405ea-0142-4758-84ff-353025e8f8d7
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The map proposed by the Map-a-thon team satisfies statutory criteria while prioritizing
communities of interest. The Map-a-thon map achieves this with very low deviation (0.05%), a
good balance of rural and urban areas, and districts with levels of competitiveness that are
similar to the current map.

PROs:
Decreases the number of split HS SAUs from 8 to 2.
Decreases the number of split shared water/sewer service areas from 3 to 1.
Decreases the number of split shared police and/or fire service areas from 1 to 0.
Decreases the number of split Public Health Regions from 5 to 2.
Decreases the number of split Regional Planning Areas from 7 to 5.
Decreases the number of split Counties from 5 to 3.
Keeps Manchester suburbs together.

CONs:
Moves 22 towns and 154,503 people into a different district (less than Republican map but more
than Democrat map). These adjustments were required in order to decrease the number of split
communities of interests.

District 1 District 2

Total Vote Share +7.8 D

Current 2010 Map +5.2 D +10.4 D

Map-A-Thon Proposal +4.6 D +10.6 D

Difference -0.6 -0.2

Total Difference -0.8

This map shifts the districts 0.8% away from being more balanced districts.
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NH Congressional Map Comparison

RELATIVE COMPARISON:

The Map-a-thon map is as good or better in every category except for deviation and retaining
prior districts' boundaries and population. The Democrat map scores higher on these latter
metrics since it makes only one change to the current map.

The Republican map makes significant changes to the current map, resulting in the largest
number of split HS SAUs, public health regions, and counties compared to both the Map-a-thon
and Democrat maps.

The Democrat map is overall very similar to the current map, resulting in the largest number of
split shared water/sewer service areas, split shared police and/or fire service areas, and split
regional planning areas compared to both the Map-a-thon and Republican maps.
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Historical NH Congressional Maps
2013-2022(Current Map)
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2003-2012
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1993-2002
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1983-1992
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1973-1982
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1883-1972
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